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For the first time in eight years of war, the armed rebels' political allies in the FDR (Democratic
Revolutionary Front) have formally announced an alliance with El Salvador's Social Democratic
Party (PSD). In brief, the FDR is supporting a political victory, rather than a military one. If the
FDR-PSD relationship continues, the new coalition would constitute the only legal political force
to the left of the President Jose Napoleon Duarte's Christian Democrat Party. The move to form
an alliance occurred at this time as a result of the political opening provided by the regional peace
plan in permitting the return of well-known exiled leaders of the FDR, such as Guillermo Ungo
and Ruben Zamora. In addition, there is a widespread belief that the Salvadoran military and the
FMLN (Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front) have reached a stalemate in the ongoing civil
war. The core of the PSD strategy consists of a "third force" deriving from a broad range of civilian
sectors to pressure for a negotiated solution to the war. The same concept has reportedly been
promoted by the rector of San Salvador's Jesuit university, and activist unions. Among the latter are
some who supported Duarte's "social pact" with organized labor in the 1984 elections. The 50,000member Confederation of Salvadoran Workers (CTS) has expressed support for the "third force"
in national politics. CTS unions government employees, industrial workers and peasant leagues
have opted for a negotiated settlement, in part due to disappointment with the confrontational
tactics of the National Union of Salvadoran Workers (UNTS), formed in February 1986. Alienated
by its radicalization, the CTS dropped out of the UNTS early this year. The third force is appealing
to many Salvadorans who perceive themselves as victimized by the right and betrayed by Duarte,
but who are unwilling to join the rebel ranks or their urban cadre. Alliance members have not yet
committed themselves to running in elections. Electoral bids for the upcoming National Assembly
and mayoral elections in March would make PDS-FDR candidates increasingly visible, and thus
targets for death threats and other reprisals from those who identify their movement with the
guerrillas. Members of the coalition are reportedly waiting to see whether the regional peace
plan will provide protection against the reemergence of death squads. (Basic data from Mary Jo
McConahay, "`Third Force' New Salvadoran Alliance Seeks National Consensus to End War,"
Pacific News Service, Oct. 26-31, 1987.)
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